
 
 

 
 

 

A Statement of Intercommunion between  
St. Francis Community of Faith for All People  

& the Convergent Christian Communion 
 
 
 1 Corinthians 12 4-26:  

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries and the same Lord. 6 There are 
varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.11 But the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually just as He wills. For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.14 For the body is not 
one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not, for this reason, 
any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is not, for 
this reason, any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, 
just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one 
body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I do not need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I do not need of you." 
22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those 
members of the body which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable 
members become much more presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so 
composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the 
body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer 
with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

 
 
 



We, St. Francis Community of Faith for All People and the Convergent Christian Communion view the concept of 
Intercommunion as a sharing in the one body of Christ whose Living Spirit dwells within all communities of faith in an 
ecumenical way.  We welcome members of all faith communities to share in the Word and Eucharist. We believe in the 
presence of Christ made real by those who gather in faith, as the presence of the Divine is manifested in simple gifts 
such as bread and wine. We also believe that even those who have not come to an understanding of the power of the 
Cosmic Christ, can join in Word and sacrament to express their own conception of the Divine as they have experienced 
the Lord. All are welcome members of the body, each no greater than the next, but each having a unique ministry of 
Divine Presence. 

Faith communities that wish to be in communion with each other, maintain their own unique identity which they have 
discerned through prayer and reflection. Each community, with its charism, comes to offer the other members its gifts. 
Each community is welcomed no matter where the local community may be, and no one is alienated due to theological 
or philosophical beliefs, for these beliefs, like all beliefs, are always evolving. We believe in a living Divine Presence who 
continues to manifest love, healing, and joy, each second of each day and whose concept of time and boundaries are not 
our own.   

Intercommunion acknowledges not only the uniqueness of each faith community but shares its uniqueness in the form 
of service to all communities open to share in the building of the Kingdom of the Divine. Since the Divine is universal, 
there should be no defining lines of jurisdiction or boundaries, for these only perpetuate division and exclusion. Rather 
than taking our lessons from Holy Scripture, mainly the Acts of the Apostles, our mission is to be the presence of the 
Divine no matter where we are and who we pray with. There will always be communities whose uniqueness does not 
speak to the revelation of an individual member, and so, a person, may or may not, want to join a particular community 
of faith. Each person has his or her their own free will to choose which community speaks to their faith development. 
Each community will have its welcoming of its members, both those called to active ministry as public servants of the 
Lord and those who are not called to serve publicly but participate in the faith development of the community. 

Each communion partner is encouraged to offer its ministries of faith development. This includes the ordination of those 
being called to public ministry, with the ecclesiastical endorsement for ministry that requires it, or any other gift each 
communion partner needs, and the other is known to offer. Each local spiritual leader and guide, bishop, will be 
available to offer and serve as a consultant to other bishops with whom their community is in relation. Each bishop, as 
well as the communion partner, will continue in its autonomy and not be required to adjust or follow what another 
partner is doing, unless that local community agrees that it will enhance their faith journey and ministry. Like a marriage, 
this intercommunion agreement does mean each partner loses itself but instead presents an opportunity for each 
partner to share in each other's lives. 

There may be a time when the leaders of our two faith families decide to gather as a group for prayer, support, and 
continued education and formation. During these assemblies there should be a chosen facilitator for the time spent 
together, and collegiality should always be at the center of what the group gathers to discern. No one spiritual leader 
should laud their influence or perceived power over the others and should be open to constructive critique. No one 
theology or way of life should be imposed, and all decisions should be of a collegial nature, with the vote of their faith 
communities.   

The mission and goal of this Intercommunion Agreement is to maintain one's identity as a unique member of the Body 
of Christ yet be a contributing part of the one body as it grows and matures in the life of the Spirit.   

By affixing signatures to this document, we, the Bishops of the Convergent Christian Communion and the St. Francis 
Community of Faith for All People, publicly declare our Apostolic bond 

Kenneth R. von Folmar
Bishop - Phoenix, Arizona, USA 

the Convergent Christian Communion 

Kenneth Corbin
Bishop - Lindenhurst, New York, USA St. Francis 

Community of Faith  
for All People 




